
OHIO SOCIAL STUDIES 
EXPLORERS

Social Studies Curriculum Directly Aligned to Ohio’s Standards

Finding elementary social studies curricula that is 
directly aligned to Ohio’s Social Studies Learning 

Standards is very challenging. Many published curricula 
say they are aligned to the Ohio standards but they still 
include topics and information that does not directly 
align. This leaves teachers to filter and make decisions 
about what to teach and what not to teach!

Ohio Social Studies Explorers has been developed by 
an Ohio educator for Ohio teachers. All the lessons 
and activities in this curriculum are directly aligned 
to the Ohio grade level standards for social studies. 
There is no deciding what not to teach.

UNITS FOR GRADE K-5

	• 4 Units per Grade level

	• Units arranged in a logical 
instructional progression

	• Units are organized in 
the 5E’s instructional 
framework

	• Each unit is carefully 
planned in a learning 
progression that builds 
conceptual understanding.

UTILIZES THE GOOGLE PLATFORM

	• Includes hyperlinked Google docs for each unit organizer 
linked to all lesson and instructional resources.

	• Lessons and resources can be copied and saved in 
teachers’ Google drive and be accessible from anywhere.

	• Most lessons and resources can be assigned in Google 
classroom.           

Ohio Science Explorers
K-6 Units

Complete science units aligned to Ohio’s Science Standards

Kindergarten Exploring Insects Exploring How We Make
Sound

Exploring Down on the
Farm

Grade 1 Exploring How My
Garden Grows

Exploring Animals in
Ohio

Exploring How Motion
Let’s Us Play

Exploring Changes
Around Us

Grade 2 Exploring the
Atmosphere

Exploring the Cause of
Weather Changes

Exploring Changes in
the Environment of
Living Things

Exploring How Force
Affects Motion

Grade 3 Exploring Matter and
Energy

Exploring How Energy
Causes Change

Exploring Earth’s
Resources

Exploring Similarities
and Differences in
Living Things

Grade 4 Exploring the Earth’s
Surface

Exploring How Changes
in the Environment
Affect Living Things

Exploring How Matter is
Conserved

Exploring How Energy is
Transferred and
Transformed

Grade 5 Exploring Our Sun and
Solar System

Exploring Relationships
Within Ecosystems

Exploring Motion and
Force

Exploring Light and
Sound

Grade 6 Exploring the Makeup
of Matter

Exploring Rock,
Minerals and Soil

Exploring Motion and
Energy

Exploring Cells
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VISIT THE OHIO EXPLORERS CURRICULUM 
WEBSITE FOR MORE INFORMATION!

IMPORTANT COMPONENTS OF EACH UNIT

 Storylines that provide quick unit 
breakdown for planning

 Vetted, engaging videos to 
introduce content

 Activities that reinforce literacy standards  Pear/Edulastic Assessments

 Includes all the student copies of 
materials, as well as teacher keys

 Capstone Interactive eBooks

If you would like more information about the Ohio Social Studies Explorers 
curriculum, please email dshellhaas@mresc.org.


